
Urban Forestry: Balancing for all that lives where we want to live. 
The City of Fairsburg is a growing community with a diverse manufacturing and finance industry growing both jobs and 

housing each year. Founded in 1876, the small city has 27,500 people, but is anticipated to grow to 35,000 in the next 

ten years. The residential part of town that is closest to the river is home to many old-growth hardwood trees, namely 

sycamore, oak and hickory trees, thanks to the forethought of community developers who wanted to maintain a 

wooded, riverine cityscape as the heart of the downtown area. 

Despite good times, economically speaking, the community has been hit with several major natural hazards that have 

people concerned about natural resources within the city limits. Two years ago, the city experienced a major spring 

windstorm that brought 80+ mph gusts, along with ice and heavy, wet snow. As a result, more than 2,500 trees were 

either damaged or destroyed as a result of this one storm. The river that flows through town is prone to seasonal 

flooding, which has seen an increase by an order of magnitude in recent years.  

New development is occurring west of town, which includes a large floodplain area previously farmed and also used for 

pasture grazing. Two counties away, the state DNR identified Emerald Ash Borer present in two county parks. One large 

land owner near the rapidly-growing industrial park is closely watching the expansion. He currently owns 160 acres, with 

30 percent of the land enrolled in CRP, and 25 percent that has been an old growth hardwood forest as a family land 

parcel since his grandfather came to the area. The remainder of the land is row-crop, primarily corn-on-corn, with a 

cover crop applied for the past two years through a new cost share program. This effort has opened the land owner’s 

eyes to new ways of management. As a result, he would like to see more of a “conservation development” approach to 

the land he is considering selling to one of several local developers. The CRP contract is due next year, which is also 

when he’s considering the sale. 

Because of the location, it’s only a matter of time and this land will be completely enveloped by the City of Fairsburg. 

Currently, three sides of the parcel are already developed in either residential subdivisions or part of the industrial park. 

The land owner is a pragmatist, yet he wants to make the best decision for his land and for the community.  

Your environmental consulting firm has been contacted to provide a possible strategy for one of the local developers to 

convince the farmer to sell his land for development. As a team, you will be meeting both with the land owner and the 

developer to share your plan. The objective is to maintain as much “natural integrity” of the landscape as possible, and 

also enhance the area for development through practical conservation practices. You have consulted with the city 

arborist, as well as several natural resource management professionals. Based on your conclusions, you are to develop a 

strategy that includes the following: 

- Short term scope of work: What information will be gathered to assess the current environmental quality of the 

site? 

- Long-term scope of work: What management strategies will be recommended to maintain environmental 

integrity of the site once slated for development? 

- Impacts related to invasive species: How best to plan for resilience from potential invaders? 

- Impacts related to extreme weather: How best to plan for resilience against extreme weather. 

- Greatest overall benefit for the land owner? 

- Greatest overall benefit for the community? 

 

 

  



Suggested Resources: 
Center for invasive Species and Ecosystem Health: Forest Pest Control Handbook 

Emerald Ash Borer and Cities: National Geographic 2014 Article 

Urban Forestry Best Management Practices: Wisconsin Technical Manual 

Urban Forestry and Climate Change: USDA Forest Service Resources 

Urban Forestry and Extreme Weather: Minneapolis Star Tribune 2011 Article 

Urban Forestry in Canada: SWA Group Report 

http://www.bugwood.org/
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2014/12/141202-emerald-ash-borer-forestry-trees-environment/
http://www.wisconsinforestry.org/initiatives/other/invasive-species-bmps/urban-forestry-bmps
http://www.fs.fed.us/psw/programs/uesd/uep/
http://www.startribune.com/local/minneapolis/125725113.html
http://www.ideas.swagroup.com/urban-forests-for-health-and-safety/

