
*Disclaimer: These tests do not reflect the information that will be on 
tests at the upcoming competitions.* 

 
Team Name: __________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

                 2015 Regional Envirothon  
            Wildlife Test 

             (25 Points Total) 
  
  
 
MATCHING: Match the term to the description that best fits (7 Points)  
 

 
A. Migration                          B. Melanistic                   C.  Fledge                     D. Nestling 
E. Indigenous                        F.  Altricial                       G. Population              H. Passerine 
I. Niche                                  J.  Precocial                      K. Parasite                    L. Brood 
M. Philopatry                      N. Carrying Capacity       

              

1. ______ Young birds that are hatched naked with eyes closed, unable to leave the nest. 
 

2. ______ Young that are capable of a high degree of independent activity from hatching. 
 
3. ______ The offspring of a bird just hatched. 
 
4. ______ The number of wildlife species that a given unit of habitat will support without 

damage to the habitat. 
 
5. ______ A naturally occurring species. 
 
6. ______ Abnormally dark pigmentation of the skin or other tissues. 
 
7. ______ The act of leaving the nest or nest cavity after reaching a certain stage of 

maturity. 

CALCULATION:  Perform the following calculation using the information provided (1 Point) 

       640 * A= Total Acreage                   A= area in square miles 

8. The total area of the State of Iowa is 55,857.1 square miles. It was estimated that 11% 

of Iowa was marshland when Iowa was settled. Today there is 0.5% of the total area 

remains as intact wetlands. How many acres of wetlands remain in Iowa? 

             _______________________________________ 



MULTIPLE CHOICE: Select the best possible answer from those provided (1 Point Each) 

9. What are the state symbols of Iowa? 
a. Milkweed, Walnut, Quartz, Bald Eagle 
b. Wild Rose, Oak, Geode, American Goldfinch 
c. Coneflower, Pine, Geode, Cardinal 
d. Wild Rose, Pine, Geode, American Goldfinch 

 
10. Choose the definition for carapace from the following options: 

a. The bodies of dead animals usually found in nature in a decaying state 
b. One or more of a group of feathers covering the bases of the longer main 

feathers of a bird’s wings or tail 
c. The upper or dorsal surface of a turtle’s shell 
d. None of the above 

 
11. Which of the following options is the correct definition of a Keystone Species? 

a. A species that other species depend upon for survival 
b. An animal or organism that feeds on both animal and plant matter 
c. Species that are uncommon, and usually potentially at risk because of their 

restricted geographic area or habitat 
d. None of the above 

 
12. Which of the following Iowa Conservationists was known for his contributions to 

modern conservation and his book titled A Sand County Almanac? 
a. Bohimul Shimek 
b. Paul Errington 
c. Aldo Leopold 
d. Hugh Hammond Bennett 

 
13. Which of the following is an example of mutualism? 

a. Bees pollinating flowers and using the nectar for food 
b. Birds using trees and shrubs to make nests 
c. A tick feeding on a deer 
d. Both A and B 

 
14. Which of the following is a non-native species in Iowa? 

a. Prairie Chicken 
b. Timber Rattlesnake 
c. Ring-necked Pheasant 
d. All the Above 

 
15. Choose the definition of feral from the following options: 

a. A burrowing mammal having limbs adapted for digging 
b. Domesticated animals that have gone wild 
c. Various animals that have a thick coat of soft hair covering their bodies 
d. None of the Above 



 
16. How do frogs and toads survive winters in Iowa? 

a. They migrate to warmer climates 
b. They hibernate in the water or underground 
c. Both A and B 
d. None of the Above’ 

 

MATCHING: Select the most appropriate word to complete the following sentences (6 Points) 

Bluebird            Bull Snake             Mites                 Cardinal                   Diurnal              Pheasant 

Wood Tick        Bumblebees         Nocturnal          Gartner Snake       Bobwhite Quail 
 

17. The ____________________ is a native to Iowa that nest in boxes. 
 

18. Parasite that has eight legs ____________________. 
 

19. An important pollinator of both agricultural and wild plants ____________________. 
 

20.  ____________________ are Iowa’s most common snake species. 
 

21.  ____________________ are Iowa’s most limited game bird. 
 

22. Animals that follow a ____________________ cycle are typically awake during the 
night time. 
 

IDENTIFICATION: Identify these wildlife (Refer to Specimens A, B, C) (3 Points) 

               River Otter            Wolf            Beaver            Bobcat            Coyote           Mink          
 

23. Specimen A: This species was brought to Iowa in a three way wildlife trade that 
included Wild Turkeys to Kentucky.  
______________________________ 
 

24. Specimen B: This species migrated to Iowa naturally from western states. 
______________________________ 
 

25. Specimen C: In the 1930s, this species was nearly extirpated.  
______________________________ 
 

*Disclaimer: These tests do not reflect the information that will be on 
tests at the upcoming competitions.* 

 

 



 

Specimen A 

  



Specimen B 

  



Specimen C 

 

 
 



*Disclaimer: These tests do not reflect the information that will be on 
tests at the upcoming competitions.* 

 

               2015 Regional Envirothon 
           Wildlife Test Answer Key 

                                                              (25 Points Total) 
 
 
 

MATCHING: Match the term to the description that best fits (7 Points) 
1. F 
2. J 
3. L 
4. N 
5. E 
6. B 
7. C 

 

CALCULATION: Perform the following calculation using the information provided (1 Point) 
8. 6,144 acres and 279 acres 

 

MULTIPLE CHOICE: Select the best possible answer from those provided (1 Point Each) 
9. B 
10. C 
11. A 
12. C 
13. A 
14. C 
15. B 
16. B 

 

MATCHING: Select the most appropriate word to complete the following sentences (6 Points) 
17. Bluebird 
18. Wood Tick 
19. Bumblebees 
20. Gartner Snakes 
21. Bobwhite Quail 
22. Nocturnal 

 

IDENTIFICATION: Identify these specimens (Refer to Specimens A, B, C, D) (3 Points) 
23. River Otter 
24. Coyote 
25. Beaver 


