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*Disclaimer: These tests do not reflect the information that will be on 

tests at the upcoming competitions.* 
 

                 2015 State Envirothon  
            Wildlife Test 

             (75 Points Total) 
  
 
 

 

MULTIPLE CHOICE: Select the best possible answer from those provided (3 Points Each) 
 

1. Which of the following is the correct definition of succession? 
a. The effect that wildlife has on the habitat it lives in 
b. A predictable series of changes in vegetation over time 
c. The process of wildlife adapting to a specific habitat over time 
d. All the above 

 
2. Which of the following birds does not nest in Iowa? 

a. Snow Goose 
b. Bobwhite Quail 
c. Blue Winged Teal 
d. Great Horned Owl 

 
3. The largest woodpecker found in Iowa is the: 

a. Downy Woodpecker 
b. Hairy Woodpecker 
c. Red-headed Woodpecker 
d. Pileated Woodpecker 

 
4. Habitat is the arrangement of food, water and: 

a. Carrying Capacity 
b. Space 
c. Cover 
d. Both B and C 

 
5. Several wildlife species have been re-introduced in Iowa. Which of the following 

species was NOT re-introduced in Iowa? 
a. Peregrine Falcon 
b. Wild Turkey 
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c. Red-tailed Hawk 
d. River Otter 

6. Bald Eagles prefer to nest in which type of habitat? 
a. In solitary nests near water in large Cottonwood and White Pine trees 
b. In solitary nests in open grasslands with Oak trees 
c. In groups with multiple nests along rivers 
d. In groups with multiple nests near large lakes 

 
7. Which of the following animals were not extirpated from Iowa? 

a. Whooping Cranes 
b. Elk 
c. Striped Skunk 
d. Wolverines 

 
8. Endemic is defined as: 

a. Elimination of a species from a given area 
b. Confined to a certain area or region 
c. Domesticated animals that have gone wild 
d. A naturally occurring species 

 
9. Which of the following is the correct definition of species richness? 

a. The number of wildlife species found in a given area 
b. The number of a particular species in a defined area 
c. The total genetic information that a population has or the sum of all genes 
d. Factors regulating population levels including natality, productivity and 

mortality 
 

10. Which of the following statements is NOT true about amphibians? 
a. Some adult amphibians have poorly developed lungs and must absorb oxygen 

through their skin 
b. Some amphibians are able to lay their eggs on land 
c.  Amphibians can hear and have good vision 
d. Amphibians only live in fresh water 
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MATCHING: Match each term with the correct definition (2 Points Each)  
 
 

A. Aquatic          B. Autotroph          C. Biomass           D. Clutch          E. Endemic 
F. Fledge            G. Litter                   H. Ruminant        I. Range            J. Population  
      

11. ______ The geographic area or areas normally inhabited by a species 
 

12. ______ The number of young born with each birthing 
 

13. ______ Growing, living in or frequenting water 
 

14. ______ The total mass of all biological organisms 
 

15. ______ Total number of eggs laid by a female bird in one nest attempt 
 

FILL IN THE BLANK: For each of the following relationships, indicate whether they are 
commensal or parasitic (2 Points Each) 
 

16. ____________________ A mosquito feeding on human blood 
 

17. ____________________ A butterfly making its cocoon on a milkweed plant 
 

18. ____________________ A wasp laying eggs in the body of another insect 
 

19. ____________________ Brown-headed Cowbirds laying their eggs in other birds’ nests 
 

20. ____________________ Cattle Egrets feeding on insects stirred up by cattle 
 

MATCHING: Match the following animal species with the habitat type they are most often 
associated with. Note: Answers can be used more than once (2 Points Each) 
  

         A. Prairie          B. Woodland          C. Wetland           

21. ______ Bison 
 

22. ______ Great Blue Heron 
 

23. ______ Bobcat 
 

24. ______ Indiana Bat 
 

25. ______ Prairie Chicken 
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*Disclaimer: These tests do not reflect the information that will be on tests at the upcoming 

competitions.* 
FILL IN THE BLANK: Using the word bank provided, fill in the blanks in the sentences below          
(2 Points Each) 
 

  Buteos     Dabbling Ducks     Diving Ducks     Shorebirds     Falcons     Accipiters     Wading Birds 
 

26.   ____________________are hawks characterized by broad wings and broad, rounded 
tails. 
 

27. Ducks that typically feed on the surface of shallow water are known as 
____________________. 
 

28. Birds of prey with long, pointed wings and tails are____________________. 
 

29. Hawks with long tails and short wings are known as____________________. 
 

30. Herons, egrets, and bitterns are long-legged birds known as 
____________________because they are often seen walking in shallow water looking 
for food. 
 

IDENTIFICATION: Using the word bank provided, label each fin in the picture below                     
(5 Points Total) 
 
  Dorsal Fin     Anal Fin     Lateral Fin     Pelvic Fin     Caudal Fin     Pectoral Fin     Adipose Fin 
 
 

31.   

 

                                                                                                                  

 

A 

B 

C D 
E 



*Disclaimer: These tests do not reflect the information that will be on 
tests at the upcoming competitions.* 

          2015 State Envirothon 

            Wildlife Test Answer Key 
                                                                    (75 Points Total) 
 
 

MULTIPLE CHOICE: Select the best possible answer from those provided (3 Points Each) 
1. B 
2. A 
3. D 
4. D 
5. C 
6. A 
7. C 
8. B 
9. A 
10. B 

 

MATCHING: Match each term with the correct definition (2 Points Each) 
11. I 
12. G 
13. A 
14. C 
15. D 

 

FILL IN THE BLANK: Indicate whether they are commensal or parasitic (2 Points Each) 
16. Parasitic 
17. Commensal 
18. Parasitic 
19. Parasitic 
20. Commensal 

 

MATCHING: Match the animal species with the habitat type they are most often associated (2 Points Each) 
21. A 
22. C 
23. B 
24. B 
25. A 

 

FILL IN THE BLANK: Using the word bank provided, fill in the blanks in the sentences below (2 Points Each) 
26. Buteos 
27. Dabbling Ducks 
28. Falcons 
29. Accipiters 
30. Wading Birds 

 

IDENTIFICATION: Using the word bank provided, label each fin in the picture below (5 Points Total) 
31. (A) Dorsal Fin 

(B) Pectoral Fin 
(C) Pelvic Fin 
(D) Anal Fin 
(E) Caudal Fin 


