
Invasive Species: A Challenge to the Environment, Economy and Society 

“Purple Loosestrife (Lythrum salicaria): A beautiful evil” 

Purple Loosestrife (Lythrum salicaria) was recently discovered in a wetland located within 
a park which is owned and managed by the Community of Parkview (population 2,500), a 
suburb of the Quad Cities (population 400,000). The wetland has an inlet that is fed by a 
naturally occurring stream that runs through the housing developments in Parkview and 
by the Parkview Elementary School. Purple Loosestrife has been observed in gardens and 
planting beds in this upstream housing development. The wetland outlets into a naturally 
occurring stream for 2.5 miles before entering into Pride Lake, a gem of Scott County Park. 
Pride Lake offers fishing, hunting and boating opportunities for the local residents. 

When the wetland was restored it was the community’s intention to provide habitat for 
waterfowl and a place to educate residents and students of the nearby Parkview 
Elementary School on natural ecosystems.  The wetland was initially planted with a diverse 
wetland plant species mix and an outdoor classroom is located adjacent to the 
wetland.  The community wishes to maintain these uses of the wetland. 

The Parkview Land Manager has little background with aquatic invasive species and has 
sought recommendation and advice from the Scott County Soil and Water Conservation 
District to address the problem in regard to the Purple Loosestrife infestation. The Land 
Manager has the ability to control the inlet and outlet of the wetland. The Land Manager 
also has resources to invest in the restoration and ongoing management of the wetland and 
an outreach and education campaign on Purple Loosestrife to residents upstream of the 
wetland and lake. 

As the Scott County Soil and Water Conservation District Urban Conservationist, it is your 
job to consider the following and present options to the Land Manager and Community of 
Parkview to address this problem. The Land Manager and Community of Parkview has 
asked for estimates of cost, procedures and timelines.  The Land Manager has also 
requested information to pass on to homeowners above the wetland and lake and guidance 
on how to deliver the information effectively. You have been invited to present your 
recommendations at the next meeting of the Parkview Community Board where the board, 
Land Manager and residents will be present. 

 
1. What is Purple Loosestrife, where is it from? How does it differ from other aquatic 

invasive species? 
 

2. What are the risks posed by Purple Loosestrife to the wetland and downstream 
Pride Lake? Are these risks the same for all aquatic invasives? 
 

3. What features of Purple Loosestrife make it difficult to manage and eradicate? 



4. What are the possible means of introduction to this wetland? 
 

5. What are management options for eradicating this population of Purple Loosestrife 
from the wetland? What will be needed for the ongoing management of the wetland 
to ensure submission of Purple Loosestrife? How much do they cost? How 
successful are they? What is the timeline on the eradiation and ongoing 
management? Are their opportunities to involve the community in its eradication 
and management? If so, what are these opportunities? 
 

6. What steps should be taken to monitor for other nearby infestations? 
 

7. What steps should be taken to prevent its spread from the wetland to other water 
bodies such as the downstream lake? 
 

8. What information do you suggest be passed on to homeowners above the wetland 
and lake regarding their ability to be part of the solution to the Purple Loosestrife 
infestation? What guidance do you have on delivering this information effectively? 

  
 
References for Purple Loosestrife (Lythrum salicaria):  
file:///C:/Users/Owner/Downloads/PL%20Fact%20Sheet.pdf 
 
http://agron-
www.agron.iastate.edu/~weeds/WeedBiolLibrary/517%20student%20pages/2000/purp
le.htm  
 
https://www.polkcountyiowa.gov/conservation/education/ask-a-naturalist/gardening-
questions/purple-loosestrife/ 
 
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/invasives/aquaticplants/purpleloosestrife/garden.html 
 
http://www.mvr.usace.army.mil/Portals/48/docs/Recreation/ODC/InvSp/PurpleLoosestr
ifeBRO.pdf 
 
http://www.wildlifeforever.org/ftpgetfile.php?id=149 
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