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2017 State Envirothon 

Wildlife Test 
(75 Points Total) 

 
  
 

MATCHING: Match the term to the description that best fits (3 Points Each)  

 

         A. Walleye             B. Nocturnal            C. Bull Frog 

         D. Big Brown Bat              E. Honey Bee             F. Copperhead  

         G. Ring-Necked Pheasant           H. River Otter            I. Gray Tree Frog   

         J. Bald Eagle             K. Bull Snake            L. Bowfin  

         M. Monarch Butterfly             N. Bumble Bee            O. Tiger Salamander 

         P. Bobolink              Q. American Goldfinch           R. Marsupial   

 

1. _____ This species is one of Iowa’s non-venomous reptiles. 

 

2. _____ This rare fish has primitive lungs that allow it to breath in dry conditions. 

 

3. _____ This species is one of Iowa’s true flying mammals. 

 

4. _____ A term used to describe an animal that is most active at night. 

 

5. _____ This imperiled insect migrates thousands of miles each year in the fall. 

 

6. _____ This animal can change its color to avoid predators. 

 

7. _____ This popular game bird was brought into Iowa from China for hunting. 

 

8. _____ This beneficial insect was brought into the United States from Europe. 

 

9. _____ This species is native to Iowa and is the largest land amphibian in the world. 

 

10. _____ This insect is native to Iowa and is one of its important pollinators. 

 

11. _____ This small animal is Iowa’s state bird. 

 



*Disclaimer: These tests do not reflect the information that will be on testing at the upcoming 
competitions* 

 
 

 

12. _____ The opossum is North America’s only species of _____, a mammal which temporarily carries 

its young inside a pouch on its belly. 

 

MULTIPLE CHOICE: Select the best possible answer from those provided (3 Points Each) 

13. Which of the following bird species occurs in Iowa year-round? 

a. Black-capped chickadee 

b. Northern cardinal 

c. American goldfinch 

d. All of the Above 

 

14. A local landowner and his wife have come to the NRCS office to talk with you. They would like you 

to help them find a way to reduce the unpleasant odor coming from a nearby hog confinement, 

reduce traffic noise and snow drifts around their home, and create some habitats for birds and 

other wildlife. Based on your knowledge of NRCS conservation choices for landowners, which 

would be the best option for them to consider? 

a. Contour buffer strips 

b. Nutrient management 

c. Field border 

d. Windbreak/shelterbelt 

e. All of the above 

 

15. While you were hiking at your favorite state park, you were bitten by a wood tick. What type of 

ecological interaction is this considered? 

a. Mutualism 

b. Parasitism 

c. Commensalism  

 

16. Which of the following is not a state symbol of Iowa? 

a. Prairie wild rose 

b. Bur oak 

c. Prairie agate 

d. American goldfinch 

e. White oak 

f. Red oak 

g. All are state symbols of Iowa 

 

17. Which of the following species was once extinct/nearly extinct in Iowa but was successfully 

reintroduced into the wild (breeding populations currently exist)? 

a. Wild turkey 
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b. Bald eagle 

c. Mountain lion 

d. Gray partridge 

 

18. Which of the following species is native to Iowa? 

a. Copperhead 

b. Northern bobwhite 

c. Striped skunk 

d. All of the above 

 

19. Based on your knowledge of food webs, an Eastern Cottontail Rabbit (herbivore) would be 

considered which trophic level? 

a. Primary producer  

b. Primary consumer 

c. Secondary consumer 

 

20. Which of the following species historically occurred in Iowa but was wiped out, and no breeding 

populations currently exist? 

a. House sparrow 

b. Wild turkey 

c. Mountain lion 

d. None of the above 

 

IDENTIFICATION: Refer to Mounts 1 – 5 to identify each plant species using the key provided                     

(3 Points Each) 

 

 

 

 

 

21. Mount 1 

_____________________________________________________ 

22. Mount 2 

_____________________________________________________ 

23. Mount 3 

_____________________________________________________ 

24. Mount 4 

Quackgrass          Compass Plant  Big Bluestem     Little Bluestem   Yellow Coneflower 

 Indiangrass              Prairie Cordgrass                Purple Coneflower           Leadplant    Rattlesnake Master 
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_____________________________________________________ 

25. Mount 5 

_____________________________________________________ 

 

F 
E 

C 
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2017 State Envirothon 

Wildlife Test Answer Key 
(75 Points Total) 

  
 

MATCHING: Match the term to the description that best fits (3 Points Each)  

1. K 

2. L 

3. D 

4. B 

5. M 

6. I 

7. G 

8. E 

9. O 

10. N 

11. Q 

12. R 

 

MULTIPLE CHOICE: Select the best possible answer from those provided (3 Points Each) 

13. D 

14. D 

15. B 

16. C 

17. A 

18. D 

19. B 

20. C 

 

IDENTIFICATION: Refer to Mounts 1 – 5 to identify each plant species using the key provided                  

(3 Points Each) 

21. Quackgrass 

22. Purple Coneflower 

23. Little Bluestem 

24. Rattlesnake Master 

25. Prairie Cordgrass 

C 


