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                                   2017 Regional Envirothon  

                                   Wildlife Test 
                                (25 Points Total) 
  

  

 

MATCHING: Match the term to the description that best fits (1 Point Each)  

 

A. Brown Recluse             B. Bowfin                                    C. Plains Bison                 D. Bullhead 

E. Bronzed Cowbird        F.  Opposum                               G. Daddy Longlegs         H. Bats 

I. Bald Eagle                       J.  American Goldfinch            K. Quail                              L. Owl 

M. Northern Cardinal     N. Brown-Headed Cowbird   O. Ring-Necked Pheasant       

              

1. ______ Iowa’s state bird. 

 

2. ______ Iowa’s largest bird of prey. 

 

3. ______ Iowa’s only true flying mammal. 

 

4. ______ This species of arachnid is not a true spider. 

 

5. ______ This native bird only lays its eggs in the nests of other species. 

 

6. ______ This mammal is the only marsupial that occurs in Iowa. 

 

7. ______ This bird is Iowa’s most popular game bird for hunting. 

 

8. ______ This rare fish has primitive lungs that allow it to survive periodic droughts. 

 

9. ______ This native bird stays in Iowa year round. 

 

10. ______ This mammal once occurred in Iowa but is now extinct in the wild. 

 

MULTIPLE CHOICE: Select the best possible answer from those provided (1 Point Each) 

11. One day you see a rabbit nibbling on some green grass in your backyard.  Seconds later 

you see a red-tailed hawk attack the rabbit and begin eating it. Which trophic level would 

you place the hawk in? 

a. Secondary consumer 

b. Primary producer 
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c. Primary consumer 

d. Apex predator 

12. One of the following wildlife species is not native to Iowa and was originally introduced 

by humans. Which is it? 

a. Bald eagle 

b. Opossum 

c. Wild turkey 

d. Ring-necked pheasant 

 

13. Native plant communities go through a series of developmental stages over time, which 

creates habitat for a variety of wildlife. This developmental process is known as: 

a. Carbon cycle 

b. Natural selection 

c. Succession 

d. Evolution 

 

14. Which of the following is not one of Iowa’s venomous snakes? 

a. Prairie rattlesnake 

b. Bullsnake 

c. Massassauga 

d. Timber rattlesnake 

e. Copperhead 

f. None of the above 

 

15. An “ecosystem service” refers to any positive benefit that people receive from wildlife or 

ecosystems. Given this definition, which of the following would not be considered an 

ecosystem service? 

a. Water purification 

b. Decomposition of waste 

c. Erosion and flood control 

d. Plant pollination 

e. None of the above 

 

16. In Iowa, ducks are grouped into 4 main classes based on their feeding or habitat 

preferences. Which of the following is not one of those 4 classes? 

a. Dabbling ducks (aka dabblers) 

b. Mergansers 

c. Grebes 

d. Diving ducks 

e. Tree ducks 

 

17. Which of the following statements is true about Iowa’s wildlife? 

a. Venomous snakes mainly use their venom to protect themselves 

b. Some species of wildlife will attack people out of meanness or hatred 
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c. Some species of Iowa wildlife actually prey on humans 

d. Bats are a common carrier of the rabies virus 

e. Parent birds will reject their offspring if they’ve been handled by humans 

f. Bald eagles and hawks do not kill cattle or other livestock in Iowa 

 

18. Iowa’s once vast prairies were shaped by a host of natural forces over millions of years.  

Which of the following is not one of them? 

a. Grazing by bison 

b. Ice and snow storms 

c. Tilling by early humans 

d. Periodic wildfires 

e. Formation and recession of glaciers 

 

19. During a visit with John Doe on his farm, he shows you a tract that runs alongside a creek.  

John wants to keep farming the area, but he also wants to do something to protect the 

creek’s edge, clean up runoff water going into the creek, and create habitat for wildlife.  He 

doesn’t want to plant trees or shrubs on his property and is only interested in native grass 

cover.  Based on your knowledge of NRCS conservation choices for landowners, which of 

the following conservation practices would help John achieve his goals? 

a. Conservation tillage 

b. Filter strip 

c. Terraces 

d. Water and sediment control basin 

e. None of the above 

 

20. Your neighbor owns a large tract of native tallgrass prairie and oak savanna. She also has 

a small wetland nearby. She plans to use a prescribed burn on the entire site in early July 

to improve the area for wildlife. Being an experienced biologist, you strongly caution her 

that the timing of the prescribed burn could severely impact nesting birds and their 

young, including all but which of the following species: 

a. Ring-necked pheasant 

b. Northern bobwhite 

c. Baltimore oriole 

d. Golden eagle 

e. None of the Above 

 

21. Iowa’s ecosystems and climate are the product of several interconnected natural cycles, 

all of which affect Iowa’s wildlife, human health, and economy. Which of the following is 

not one of those natural cycles? 

a. Nutrient cycle 

b. Mineral cycle 

c. Gaseous cycle 

d. Water cycle 

e. Sedimentary cycle 
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22. One afternoon you visit a local farmer who wants to do conservation work on his farm.  

During your field visit, the farmer points out some large gullies that are forming on the 

hillsides.  The gullies empty into a small stream nearby.  The farmer also mentions that he 

spreads hog manure on his field, including areas near the gullies.  The stream shows signs 

of green algae blooms near the gullies’ outlets.  You conclude that at least two natural 

cycles are being severely impacted by the gullies and manure application.  Also, these two 

natural cycles have the potential to significantly impact wildlife.  What is the correct 

answer? 

a. Nutrient and water cycles 

b. Gaseous and nutrient cycles 

c. Nutrient and gaseous cycles 

d. Gaseous and sedimentary cycles 

 

23. In connection with question 22, your job is to recommend conservation options to help 

resolve the farmer’s resource concerns (soil erosion and manure runoff).  Based on your 

knowledge of NRCS conservation choices for landowners, which of the following practices 

could you recommend? 

a. Cover crops 

b. Nutrient management 

c. Grassed waterways 

d. Terraces and sediment control basins 

e. All of the above 

 

24. Which of the following is not one of Iowa’s state symbols? 

a. Honey bee 

b. Oak trees 

c. American goldfinch 

d. Wild rose 

e. Geode 

f. All of the above are state symbols of Iowa 

 

25. Many of Iowa’s native wildlife, particularly game species, were extirpated by early settlers 

during the 1800s and early 1900s.  Many of these wildlife species were successfully 

reintroduced to the Iowa through the dedicated efforts of wildlife biologists and other 

conservationists. Which of the following is not one of those reintroduced species? 

a. Wild turkey 

b. White-tailed deer 
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c. Passenger pigeon 

d. Peregrine falcon 

e. River otter 

f. All of the above were successfully reintroduced to Iowa 
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MATCHING: Match the term to the description that best fits (1 Point Each) 

1. J 

2. I 

3. H 

4. G 

5. N 

6. F 

7. O 

8. B 

9. M 

10. C 

 

MULTIPLE CHOICE: Select the best possible answer from those provided (1 Point Each) 

11. A 

12. D 

13. C 

14. B 

15. E 

16. C 

17. F 

18. C 

19. B 

20. D 

21. B 

22. A 

23. E 

24. A 

25. C 

 

 


